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Ezekiel 18:23Ezekiel 18:23Ezekiel 18:23Ezekiel 18:23 Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? 
saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and 
live? 
 
Ezekiel 18:31Ezekiel 18:31Ezekiel 18:31Ezekiel 18:31----32323232 Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby 
ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for 
why will ye die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of 
him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye. 
 
In heaven it is said by the ministering angels: The ministry which we 
have been commissioned to perform we have done. We pressed back the 
army of evil angels. We sent brightness and light into the souls of men, 
quickening their memory of the love of God expressed in Jesus. We at-
tracted their eyes to the cross of Christ. Their hearts were deeply moved 
by a sense of the sin that crucified the Son of God. They were convicted. 
They saw the steps to be taken in conversion; they felt the power of the 
gospel; their hearts were made tender as they saw the sweetness of the 
love of God. They beheld the beauty of the character of Christ. But with 
the many it was all in vain. They would not surrender their own habits 
and character. They would not put off the garments of earth in order to 
be clothed with the robe of heaven. Their hearts were given to covetous-
ness. They loved the associations of the world more than they loved 
their God. 
 
The days of our probation are fast closing. The end is near. To us the 
warning is given, “Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, 
and so that day come upon you unawares.” Luke 21:34. Beware lest it 
find you unready.  
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F 
or the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not 
any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the 
memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their ha-
tred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any 
more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the 

sun. Ecclesiastes 9:5Ecclesiastes 9:5Ecclesiastes 9:5Ecclesiastes 9:5----6666 
 
Psalms 146:2Psalms 146:2Psalms 146:2Psalms 146:2----4444 While I live will I praise the LORD: I will sing praises 
unto my God while I have any being. Put not your trust in princes, nor 
in the son of man, in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he 
returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish. 
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Job 7:9Job 7:9Job 7:9Job 7:9----10101010 As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that 
goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. He shall return no 
more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more. 
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John 11:11John 11:11John 11:11John 11:11----14141414 These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, 
Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. 
Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus 
spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of 
rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 
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John 11:23John 11:23John 11:23John 11:23----25252525 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. Mar-
tha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 
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John 11:34John 11:34John 11:34John 11:34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, 
Lord, come and see.... 39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, 
the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he 
stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.... 43 And when he thus had 
spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 And he that 
was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his 
face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, 
and let him go. 
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John 14:1John 14:1John 14:1John 14:1----3333 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe 
also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. 
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Acts 1:9Acts 1:9Acts 1:9Acts 1:9----11111111 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, 
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while 
they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men 
stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven.  
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Revelation 1:7Revelation 1:7Revelation 1:7Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 
 

What are these clouds? What are these clouds? What are these clouds? What are these clouds?     

Psalms 104:2Psalms 104:2Psalms 104:2Psalms 104:2----3333 Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who 
stretchest out the heavens like a curtain: Who layeth the beams of his 
chambers in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who 
walketh upon the wings of the wind: 
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Psalms 68:17Psalms 68:17Psalms 68:17Psalms 68:17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thou-
sands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place. 
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Matthew 25:31Matthew 25:31Matthew 25:31Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 
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1 Thessalonians 4:131 Thessalonians 4:131 Thessalonians 4:131 Thessalonians 4:13----18181818 But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 
For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:511 Corinthians 15:511 Corinthians 15:511 Corinthians 15:51----58585858 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed,In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So 
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the 
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for-
asmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 


